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Direct	 Relief’s	 support	 comes	 overwhelmingly	 from	 private	 people	 and	 businesses	 –	 not	 
government.	 In	 2002,	 less	 than	 one-tenth	 of	 one	 percent	 of	 overall	 support	 came	 from	 
government	 sources.
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“I	 wish	 to	 express	 my	 appreciation	 to	 Direct	 Relief	 International	 for	 the	 tremendous	 
assistance	 the	 organization	 has	 rendered	 to	 the	 Guyana	 health	 services	 over	 the	 years.	 
Direct	 Relief	 International	 has	 worked	 …	 in	 providing	 millions	 of	 dollars	 worth	 of	 
medical	 equipment	 and	 facilities	 for	 our	 hospitals.	 For	 this	 my	 Government,	 on	 whose	 
behalf	 I	 write,	 we	 are	 most	 grateful.”	 	 	 	 
Honorable	 Obdeen	 Ishmael,	 Guyana	 Ambassador	 to	 the	 United	 States
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“Teaching	 a	 person	 to	 fish	 is	 great,	 but	 it	 doesn’t	 necessarily	 mean	 they’ll	 eat	 for	 life.
	 A	 pole	 or	 net	 is	 also	 required.”	 
Thomas	 Tighe,	 President	 and	 CEO,	 Direct	 Relief	 International







“The	 contributions	 made	 by	 your	 organization	 
in	 the	 form	 of	 medications	 and	 other	 medical	 
supplies,	 helped	 us	 cope	 with	 the	 needs	 of	 the	 
people	 of	 Yucatan,	 Mexico.	 	 Such	 an	 immediate	 
and	 effective	 response	 made	 a	 difference	 where	 
it	 counted	 most—saving	 lives	 and	 relieving	 pain	 

and	 suffering.”
Dr.	 Jose	 Antonio	 Pereira	 Carcano

Secratario	 de	 Salud	 y	 Director	 General
De	 los	 Servicios	 de	 Salud	 de	 Yucatan
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In	 2002,	 each	 dollar	 spent	 for	 operations	 resulted
in	 more	 than	 $26	 (wholesale	 value)	 of	 appropriate
medical	 resources	 provided	 to	 high-need	 areas.	 



“Throughout	 the	 years,	 the	 aggregate	 of	 your	 generous	 gift	 of	 time,	 skills,	 work,	 and	 
medical	 supplies	 through	 Direct	 Relief	 International	 are	 a	 source	 of	 inspiration	 to	 all	 
of	 us,	 transcending	 beyond	 temporary,	 to	 fundamental	 contributions	 to	 our	 charitable	 
programs.”	 
Dr.	 Ralph	 Kuon
President
Peruvian	 American	 Medical	 Society
Southern	 California	 Chapter
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“As	 a	 donor,	 I	 think	 you’re	 right	 on	 target	 to	 set	 politics	 and	 religion	 aside	 and	 help	 
people	 who	 need	 it.	 	 Keep	 it	 up.”
Dr.	 Tom	 Reynolds,	 Donor





In	 2002,	 Direct	 Relief	 International	 earned	 national	 recognition	 from	 Worth	 magazine	 
as	 one	 of	 “America’s	 100	 Best	 Charities.”	 	 Forbes	 magazine	 also	 ranked	 Direct	 Relief	 as	 
one	 of	 only	 four	 charities	 with	 100%	 efficiency.
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“Direct	 Relief	 receives	 approximately	 1,000	 requests	 for	 assistance	 each	 year	 from	 
overseas	 health	 facilities	 and	 international	 organizations.	 	 Current	 financial	 and	 material	 
resources	 allow	 for	 only	 200-250	 requests	 to	 be	 met	 each	 year.”
Susan	 Fowler,	 Director	 of	 Programs,	 Direct	 Relief	 International










































